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EXECUTIVE REPORT 


MEETINGS: 

The Executive met on 13th December 1976 and 7th February, 1977. 
MEMBERSHIP: 

Since the last report, five new members have been elected and five 


have resigned. Total membership stands at 551, and the geographical 
distribution is as follows: 


NSW 121 VIC. 80 TAS 23 
QLD 114 SA 41 WA 22 
ACT 86 PNG 20 NT 6 
Overseas 35 Address Unknown 3 


NEW MEMBERS: 
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 
Elected 7th February - 


- Mr. Dennis C. Hopkins, S. Australian Dept. of Agriculture, Box 1671 
G.P.0., Adelaide, S.A. 5001. Dennis Hopkins is a Research Officer and 
is currently involved in a biological control programme on Sitona weevil. 


- Mr. Robert B. Townsend, 54 Oxford St., Newtown, N.S.W. 2042. Robert 
Townsend is a Professional Officer at Sydney University and has special 
interests in veterinary parasitology. 


- Mr. Ross A. Guihot, 5 Ridge St., Portland, N.S.W. 2847. Ross Guihot 
is a student at the University of New England, Armidale. 


- Ms. Suzanne M. Stanley, Dept. Population Biology, Research School of 
Biological Sciences, A.N.U., Canberra, ACT 2600. Suzanne Stanley is a 
Ph.D student and is studying aspects of the population biology (behaviour, 
development, competition) of Heltothis armigera and H. punectitgera. Her 
interests include biogeography, population and community dynamics of 
insects, and integrated control of insect pests, 


- Dr. Keith Houston, CSIRO Div. of Entomology, P.O. Box 1700, Canberra, 
ACT 2601. Keith Houston is interested in dung beetles, and also | 

reproductive biology in relation to life histories and distribution of 

Carabidae. 


RESIGNATIONS: 


Resignations from Ms. J.E. Richardson, N.H. Mew, S. Misko, R.H. Fisher 
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and D.E.A. Mortion were accepted with regret. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: (State of previous residence shown in brackets) ; 


G. McDonald, C/- Horticultural Research Station, P.O. Box 460, Irymple, 
Vic. 3498 (Vic.) 

I.M. MacKerras, AS/58-60 Wattle Street, Lyneham, ACT 2602 (ACT) 

K. Hateley, R.M.B. 382, Nhill, Vic. 3418 (Vic.) 

G.L. Baker, Ent. Branch, Biol. §& Chem. Res. Institute, P.M.B. 10, 
Rydalmere, N.S.W. 2116 (N.S.W.) 

E.N. Marks, Q'land Institute of Medical Research, Bramston Terrace, 
Herston, Q'land 4006 (Q' land) 


APPOINTMENTS: 
The Executive appointed Mr. Ross Field, Drs. Alan Marshall and 
Tim New to the Organising Committee, under the Chairmanship of Dr. 
Peter Williams (Vic. Councillor, for the 9th Annual General Meeting). 
Dr. Winston Bailey resigned as W.A. Regional Councillor as he is 
to be overseas on sabbatical leave, and on his recommendation the 
Executive appointed Dr. Jonathan Majer to succeed him. 


MINUTES OF 8&AGM 


The minutes of the 8th AGM are published below. 


THE AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC. 8TH A.G.M. 


Minutes of Eighth Annual General Meeting held at the University 
of Tasmania, Hobart on 8th May 1976. 


OPENING: 


The President, Dr. Elizabeth N. Marks, opened the meeting at 
9.15 a.m. and welcomed members. 


APOLOGIES: 


Apologies for absence were recieved from Dr. T.W. Hogan, Dr. W.J. 
Bailey, Dr. I.M. Mackerras, Dr. P.B. Carne and Dr. M. Bengston. 


ATTENDANCE AND PROXIES: 


The President (Chairman), and 32 members (Qld. 3, N.S.W. 3, A.C.T. 2, 
Vic. 11, S.A. 1, Tas. 12). Those present held proxies for 14 members 
(Qld. 3, N.S.W. 4, A.C.T. 6, Vic. 1). Total votes : 46. 
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DEATHS: 


Members stood in silence as a mark of respect to four members who 
had died since the last meeting: Mr. J.G. Brooks, Mr. E.0.E. Edwards, 
Mr. P.R. Grant and Professor A. Stock. 


MINUTES OF 6 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The minutes of the 7th AGM, having been circulated to all members, 
were taken as read and adopted (Thornton/Ettershank). No business arose 
from them. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE 


The Vice-President, Professor I.W.B. Thornton, presented the Report, 
and spoke briefly to it. The Executive was very appreciative of the 
careful planning made by their predecessors for the transfer of the 
headquarters of the Society to Melbourne. In April 1976, the Executive 
had accepted with regret the resignation of Mr. P. Ferrar as Editor of 
the Society's News Bulletin. Mr. Ferrar had given excellent service 
to the Society and the Executive wished him every success in his overseas 
studies. It was disappointing that only one entry had been received for 
the Student Research Paper Award. Nevertheless, the referees were 
unanimous in recommending that the Award be made, and Mr. C. Haller is 
to be congratulated on his excellent paper. With regard to Customs 
Regulation 13A, the position was still unresolved although negotiations 
were continuing. Professor Thornton paid tribute to the President, who 
had worked extremely hard and had spearheaded the Society's case in the 
many discussions and negotiations with the various interested parties. 


The Report was adopted (Taylor/New). 


TREASURER'S REPORT 


Dr. G. Ettershank presented the Report and audited Financial 
Statements for 1974/75. In consultation with the Auditor, a simplified 
book-keeping procedure has been adopted. Although costs continued to 
rise, no actual loss had been recorded due mainly to writing off part 
of the book value of stock. Dr. Ettershank advised that recommendations 
had been made to Council for a new scale of subscriptions for 1977 which 
were considered necessary if the Society was not to operate at a loss. 


The Report was adopted (Ettershank/Williams). 
AUDITOR 
It was agreed (Ettershank/Williams) that D.J. Crichton, Public 


Accountant, be retained as the Society's Auditor for the 1976-77 
financial year. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
The Secretary announced that one nomination had been received for 
each vacant position, and that Council had declared the following 
members duly elected:- 
President: Dr. Elizabeth N. Marks (Thornton/Amos) 


Regional Councillors - 


Qld. Dr. M. Bengston (Heather/Cooper) 
Mr. R.I. Storey (Bengston/Heather) 

N.S.W. Dr. J. Ridsdill Smith (0O'Farrell/Roberts) 
Mr. G.A.C. Beattie (Rose/Madsen) 

ASC .t Dr. T.E. Bellas (Moore/Carne) 

VIC. Dr. P. Williams (Amos/Field) 

S.A. Mr. R.S. Bungey (Madge/Maelzer) 

TAS. Mr. R.J. Akhurst (K.L. Taylor/Hardy) 

W.A. Dr. W.J. Bailey (Curry/Sproul) 

P.N.G. Dr. D. Sands (Johnston/Mackey) 


The following appointments of Representative Councillors had been 
notified by the Secretary: 


Entomological Society of Queensland Dr. E.M. Exley 
Royal Zoological Society of NSW : Dr. C.N. Smithers 
Entomological Society of Australia (NSW) Dr. A.D. Clift 
Entomological Society of Victoria Mr. D.F. Crosby 


LOCATION AND NATURE OF 9TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


It was agreed (Amos/Ettershank) that the 9th AGM be held in Melbourne 
in August 1977 in conjunction with the 48th ANZAAS Congress. The Executive 
was requested to consult with the Regional Councillor for Victoria in 
arranging suitable dates and a programme for the meeting, which would 
include a scientific session. Further, it was hoped that a scientific 
session could be held as an integral part of ANZAAS, possibly jointly 
with the Zoology Section. 


CUSTOMS REGULATION 13A 


The President gave an account of the Society's actions since the 
7 AGM which resolved that there was no justification for continuation of 
the Regulation but that the President, in consultation with her advisors, 
should seek the best and most liberal solution attainable, failing which 
the Society would be free to seek repeal. 


Discussions with the Conference of Australian Museum Directors 
failed to produce agreement on Guidelines. On the Executive's advice 
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a well documented submission was sent in September to the then Minister 
for Science and Consumer Affairs, Mr. C. Cameron, asking him to repeal 
Regulation 13A, and a similar request to the Minister for Police and 
Customs. A copy was sent to the President of the Academy with a plea 
that the Council of the Academy might consider the Society's case for 
repeal. The Academy subsequently advised the appointment of a committee 
of its biological Fellows to report on Regulation 13A in the light of 
developments that have arisen from its promulgation. In October 

Mr. Cameron wrote that he had decided to preserve the Regulation. 


In February 1976 additional supporting information was submitted 
to the Academy and to the Department of Science, The Department was 
informed of the Society's plans to seek a deputation to the new 
Minister for Science, Senator Webster, to ask him to reconsider its 
request for repeal, and to discuss other implications in Mr, Cameron's 
letter. These plans were dropped when on 20th February, Senator Webster 
advised that he had asked the Academy to seek to achieve a consensus 
recommendation for Regulation 13A from the scientific community and 
requested the Society's co-operation. This was promised and, at the 
Academy's request, the Society's views on Regulation 13A and its 
implications for Australian science were submitted in April. It is 
not known whether the Academy has achieved a consensus recommendation. 

In conclusion, the President expressed her appreciation for the 
courteous consideration received from Senator Webster and from officers 
of the Department of Science and of the Academy in these negotiations; 
thanked her advisors and acknowledged the important role played by 
the four affiliated societies and by the Linnean Society of New South 
WAles and the Australian Society for Parasitology, all of which had 
been active in opposing Regulation 13A. 


Dr. J.W. Evans said the membership was very appreciative of the 
fine efforts made on behalf of the Society by its President in the 
Regulation 13A controversy. He was delighted that Dr. Marks had been 
re-elected President for a further term, and assured her she had the 
support of the whole Society in her endeavours to see the matter 
resolved, hopefully with the repeal of Regulation 13A. The Meeting 
expressed its concurrence by acclamation. 


USSR/AUSTRALIA SCIENCE AGREEMENT - ENTOMOLOGY 


Dr. J.L, Madden inquired whether there were any mutual benefits 
to be gained from such an Agreement. In reply, the President said she 
was not in a position to comment on the Agreement itself nationally, 
but stressed the importance of personal contacts. When the USSR 
delegation recently visited Australia, a presentation was made by the 
Society, as a gesture of goodwill, to the delegation which was requested 
to convey the greetings of the Society to societies in the USSR. 
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JOURNAL 


Dr. F.J.D. McDonald commented that toning down the red colour of 
the Journal's cover would provide greater contrast with the typescript 
thereon, and thus make it easier to read. In reply to Dr. E.M. Exley's 
inquiry about the apparent lack of uniformity of format, the President 
remarked that for taxomonic papers the requirements were quite strict 
but perhaps less so for papers of a general nature. Dr. R. Domrow 
Said that it was his policy as Taxomonic Editor to standardise the 
format as far as is possible, and especially for scientific names and 
their authorities, for all taxomonic papers. An example of an 
inconsistency occurring in editorial policy on publishing the names 
of authorities quoted for both fauna and flora was given by Dr. W. 
Danthanaryana. A number of members, including Dr. E.L. Martin and 
Professor Thornton, expressed concern if it was policy not to quote 
authorities, and Dr. T.R. New said he would like to see a direction 
given when quoting botanical names. On a related matrer, Dr. R.W. 
Taylor suggested it might be advantageous to have the index of the 
papers published at the front rather than at the back of each issue, 
and, following the suggestion of Dr. Domrow, incorporate the orders or 
families of insects studied, including their authorities, in some 
Standard manner to enable readers review the issue's contents and 
the subject matter covered more easily than can be achieved under the 
present system. In concluding the discussion, the President said 
there was a case for the authorities to be quoted for scientific 
names in all papers. Also, it would be useful if authors could be 
directed to a specific paper as an example of the format required, as 
this would be a valuable adjunct to the published instructions to 
authors given in the Journal. 


APPRECIATION - MR. PAUL FERRAR 


The Meeting expressed (Marks/Thornton) by hearty acclamation its 
appreciation of Mr. Paul Ferrar's excellent services to the Society 
as News Bulletin Editor, and unanumously resolved that the President 
convey to him the Society's sincere thanks and its warmest good 
wishes for success and happiness in his future career. 


CLOSURE 


There being no further business, the President closed the Meeting 
at 10.12 a.m. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


On 20th December 1976 I received advice that the Minister for 
Science still had Customs Regulation 13A under consideration. 


You will soon be considering nominations for Council. Members in 
Victoria and in A.C.T. are, by their numbers, entitled to two regional 
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councillors but at the last AGM elected only one. The reasons suggested 
to me were that in each case a second councillor was not needed, in 
A.C.T. because members form a compact group with plenty of opportunity 
to communicate with one another, and in Victoria because the Executive 
is presently based there. There are some other aspects that I feel 
should be considered. From a member's point of view, service on Council 
is both an honour and a responsibility; it provides an insight into the 
administration of the Society, a part in finding a solution to its 
problems and in setting its policies, and for some it may be a prelude 
to higher office; should a member be deprived of this role? From the 
Society's point of view, a councillor channels members' views to the 
executive and can explain Executive and Council decisions to members; 
the wider the distribution of councillors either institutionally or 

(as in Queensland and New South Wales) geographically, the better is 
this two-way communication which is important for the Society's well- 
being. Further, it often happens that councillors are unable to attend 
Council meetings at which important discussions are held and decisions 
made; doubling the number of a region's councillors doubles the | 
likelihood of it having an elected councillor at a Council meeting, and 
increases the possibility for broadly-based discussions at these 
meetings. 


a a Elizabeth N. Marks 
ENTOMOLOGICAL NEWS AROUND AUSTRALIA 

VICTORIA 

Plant Research Institute: 


Mr. Ian Smith was recently appointed to the position of Entomologist 
to work on tests of vegetables. Ilan has been based at P.R.I. for the 
padt two years during which he held a temporary position with the 
Department of Health to work as a member of a team studying Culex 
annulitrostris a vector of Australian Arbo Encephalitis. Another new 
appointee, Dr. S. Gagen from the U.K. will joint the Department in 
April to work as an Insect Pathologist studying bacterial pathogens. 


Dr. Tom Hogan visited P.R.I. in February. He has been examining 
FAO projects in Sri Lanka, mainly in relation to insect problems in 
rice crops. Tom will soon be leaving Australia for Bangkok to continue 
his consulting work on rice projects in Thailand, Indonesia and 
Malaysia. | 


The new building at P.R.I. has been completed and occupied. It 
provides much needed facilities for many of the entomologists at the 
Institute. 
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Department of Zoology, Monash University: 


Professor John Dennis O'Connor of the Department of Biology, 
U.C.L.A., California will be visiting Monash University of about 
four months, from July. Prof. O'Conner's main field of interest 
is insect hormones with special reference to Ecdysone. 


Ms. Sherrie Wentworth is investigating the nucleous of the 
foot-pad polytene nuclei of Sarcophagidae (Diptera) for her Ph.D. 
Mr. Colin Browne is analysing the DNA, RNA and histones from the 
giant polytene nuclei of the same family of flies for his M. Sc. 
Both students are under the supervision of Dr. Brian Roberts. 


Department of Zoology, LaTrobe University: 


Professor Ian Thornton and Dr. Tim New have recently returned 
from periods of study in Chile. Tim visited Chile on two occasions 
for a total of four months and he was joined by Ian for about six 
weeks in November-December 1976. Vast numbers of Psocoptera were 
collected from a variety of forest habitats. 


Department of Genetics, Melbourne Universcty: 


Congratulations to Max Whitten who has recently been appointed 
to the chair of genetics following a distinguished career with 
CSIRO Division of Entomology, Canberra. 


C.S.1.R.0. Division of Building Research - 
Fonest Products Laboratory 


Dutch Elm beetle were collected during early February in 
pheremone baiting traps in Canberra. This is the first time that 
the beetle has been found in Australia outside the state of 
Victoria. 


Dr. John French and Mr. Peter Robinson are continuing their 
study of food preference of termites at Walpeup, Victoria. 


National Museum 


Dr. Arturs Neboiss joined the Tasmanian Aquatic Invertebrate 
Fauna Group of the Lower Gordon and King - Franklin Scientific 
Survey in their study of the Lower Gordon Valley. Collecting 
was facilitated by the use of an helicopter to reach remote and 
otherwise inaccessible areas. 
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QUEENS LAND 


Congratulations to Dr. Gordon Hooper on his appointment as Head 
of the Entomology Department at the University of Queensland. Gordon 
has been Reader in Applied Entomology since 1974. Professor Doug 
Kettle voluntarily relinquished Headship of the Department and will 
continue as Professor of Entomology. 


Welcome to Robert Boxall who has been appointed as tutor in the 
Entomology Department. Formerly of the Universities of Birmingham 
and Nairobi, he will undertake a Ph.D project on the sensory 
physiology and behaviour of the sheep blowfly Luctlta cuprina. 


Collecting trips undertaken from the University involved bees 
in western New South Wales by Dr. Elizabeth Exley, wasps in Tasmania 
by Ian Naumann and general insects by David Hancock at Kowanyama 
(Mitchell River Mission). 


Visitors to the insect collection included Greg Daniels to study 
robber flies and Margaret Schneider to study Lanxaniidae. Both are 
from the Australian Museum, Sydney. 

Dr. Gordon Hooper and Dr. Dick Drew of the Queensland Department 
of Primary Industries visited Hawaii during November to attend a 
conference on fruit flies arranged under the U.S.A./Australian 
agreement for cooperation in science. Topics included the detection 
and eradication of infestations as well as treatments to disinfect 
fruit. 


Brad Cooper (Qld. D.P.I.) has just returned from a 3 months trip 
to the rain forests of North Queensland to collect fruit flies. He 
received considerable assistance from Mr. Clyde Coleman an experienced 
collector and photographer of Edmonton. 


Dr. Zedenek Boucek of the Commonwealth Institute of Entomology, 
London spent 3 months in Brisbane at Qld. D.P.I. and at the Queensland 
Museum. He was in Australia to work on the Girault types of 
Chalcidoidea. He identified some 5,000 specimens and in addition 
collected local material. 


Graham Donnelley of the Land Department has just commenced a 3 
week survey of the insect pests of nagoora burr in Western Queensland. 


Drs. G.A. Zakladnoy and V. Zhettova of the U.S.S.R. All-union 
Research Institute for Grain and Grain Protectants spent a few days 
visiting the stored product section of Qld. D.P.I. and the University 
of Queensland during December. 


Dr. J.L. Lancaster Jr., Professor of Entomology, University of 
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Arkansas, U.S.A. is based on C.S.I.R.0O. Lond Pocket Laboratories f:om 
25 January to 27 February, 1977. He is on a United States Nation: 
Science Foundation International Grant to study research and control 
of ticks and flies affecting livestock and will also visit Canberra 
and Rockhampton. 


Dr. K.L. Kuttler and Dr. G.M. McWhorter, Texas A §& M University, 
Bryan, U.S.A. are on a visit to northern Australia to discuss problems 
of ticks and tick fever in Texas where Boophilus microplus and &. 
annulatus have breached the quarantine border with Mexico. Dr. *vtcter 
and Dr. McWhorter are based at the Long Pocket Laboreturies C.S.1.R.0. 
and will be travelling to Townsville in queensland and to Lismore in 
N.S.W. 


Dave Hancock of the University of Queensland visited Cairns and 
Mareeba on his way to the Mitchell River Mission on the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, where he was to spend a week collecting insects, mainly 
fruit flies and Dung beetles as part of the survey of the fauna of 
Cape York Pensinsula. 


Max and Barbara Moulds spent a month in the Cairns-Atherton 
Tablelands area collecting insects mainly cicadas. Several productive 
evenings were had running light sheets with Alan and Maria Walford- 
Huggins of Cairns and Ross Storey of Mareeba, despite unusually dry 
weather in the Christmas New Year period. From here they went to 
Darwin just missing the floods at the end of January. 


Barry Moore spent a week in the north collecting Carabidae and 
Lucanidae with mixed results. Though some interesting material was 
taken, the species for which the trip was made were missed. 


Fred Frike from Sydney visited Cairns at the end of a collecting 
trip for Coleoptera up the East Coast of Australia. 


Dick Drew spent a week in Cairns as part of a survey of fruit flies 
of Northern Australia. 


M. Bengston and R.I. Storey 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Waite Institute: 


The Insect Pathology Laboratory was set up under the guidance of 
Dr. D. Pinnock in 1975, and currently a postgraduate student, David 
Cooper, and a technician, Peter Mew, are working in the laboratory. 
The research carried out over the past twelve months has been directed 
towards controlling two insect pests of seed lucerne, Heliothis 
punetigera and Ettella behrit, by the use of insect pathogens. 
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Bioassays and field experiments indicate that Bacillus thuringiensis 
has potential as a control agent for H. punectigera. Work is also in 
Progress with two viruses of Heliothis, a nuclear polyhedrosis virus 
and.a granulosis virus. 


Two other pathogens of Heliothis are also being studied - one 
of these being the entomopathogenic fungus, Beauvaria bassiana, and 
the other a parasitic nematode. A postgraduate student, Stewart 
Learmonth, collected H. punctigera pupae from Brecon, near Keith, 
ond noticed that they were infected with nematodes. Subsequently 
the nematode wae described as Heterorhabditis bacteriophora n. gen., 
n. sp., contained in a new Family, Heterorhabditidae. 


Ms. Heloisa Mariath from Brazil has joinea the Department of 
Entomology for higher degree studies under the supervision of Drs. 
F.D. Morgan and P.W. Miles. Her research will be concerned with 
factors affecting the survival and fecundity of Ectropis excursaria 
(Lepidoptera, Geometridae). 


Dr. 2. Boucek, of the Commonwealth Institute of Entomology, 
British Museum (N.H.), and Mrs. Boucek, visited the Department of 
Entomology on 27 January. Dr. Boucek consulted Dr. M. Carver on 
the Chalcidoidea and inspected the departmental collection of insects. 


Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 


Dr. Jim Cullen from Canberra visited us on Wednesday February 9th 
in connection with Sitona weevil parasite releases. 


R.S. Bungey 
TASMANTA 


In November Michael Van den Berg of the Plant Protection Institute, 
Pretoria visited Tasmania and conferred with forest entomologists. 
His interest was the control of wattles which are a problem in South 
African pastures. His choice of insect pests was limited to those 
which would not attack black wattle which forms the basis of a 
$13 million per annum industry in South Africa. 


John Madden and family left Hobart in December for the U.K. 
John will be spending a sabbatical year at the Silwood Park field 
station of Imperial College. 


Keith Taylor reports an unexpectedly large increase in proportion 
of Schlettererius cinctipes emerging from trees killed by Stirezx 
nocttlto in the Pittwater plantation. Parasitism by this insect 
has been of minor importance in previous years but has reached ~ 
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19% this season. 


Our congratulations to Ernie Martyn and Bob Hardy who have 
been appointed to the positions of Deputy Director of Agriculture 
and Chief Entomologist respectively. 


R.J. Akhurst 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


The State has seen a number of arrivals and one loss in the 
entomological sphere. Brian Springett has recently left C.S.I.R.0O. 
to take up a Professional Fellowship in Zoology at Massey University. 
Knowledge of W. Australian mites should be improved, as John Keighley 
of the Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago has been collecting 
in the Mitchell Plateau in the North and in the forests of South- 
Western Australia. John Penniket has joined the ant ecology project 
at Western Australian Institute of Technology. John formerly worked 
on the taxonomy of aquatic insects at Christchurch Museum, New 
Zealand, 


Mike Grimm of the State Department of Agriculture has recently 
returned from a trip to the U.S.S.R. as part of the Australia-U.S.S.R. 
Agreement on Scientific and Technical Co-operation (Entomology). 

Mike has been studying the possibility of controlling cotton pests 
using Trichogramma parasites and visited workers with similar interests. 
He also visited institutions in Germany, U.K., and U.S.A. 


John Matthieson, C.S.1I.R.O., and Anetta Watson have recently 
completed an examination of the insect prey of Drosera erythrorhyza. 
The study is intended to demonstrate what part of the prey plays in 
allowing this plant to live on nutrient impoverished soils. The 
C.S.I.R.O. was also visited by Gurcan Singh from the University of 
Malaysia. While in Perth he worked on the use of gel electrophoresis 
to identify species of light brown apple moths. The method proved 
to be effective for both larval and adult stages. 


The State Department of Conservation and Environment is funding 
the employment of Andrew Blair to assist the Town of Canning in a 
study of the mosquitos of the Canning River. They are investigating 
ways of manipulating tidal patterns in order to limit this domestic 
nuisance. 


Mr. C.F. Jenkins, chairman of the National Parks Authority and 
president of the Zoological Gardens Board, is to be congratulated on 
the award of an M.B.E. Mr. Jenkins joined the Department of | 
Agriculture in 1933 and became Government Entomologist six years 
later. A prolific writer on wildlife and entomology he took up his 
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present duties after retiring from the Department in 1973. 
J.D. Major 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


"This season at Narrabri, Warren and Trangie, the cotton pest, 
Heltothts armigera, has been present in much lower numbers than in 
recent years. Peter Room reports that for the first half of the 
season Heliothts punctigera has been controlled by application of 
Heliothis Nuclear Polyhedrosis (NPV) (Elcar) to the crop. It was 
only when mites and green vegetable bugs appeared in numbers that 
insecticides were used for pest control. 


James Risdill Smith attended a workshop on "the economics of 
research" held by the Australian Agricultural Economics Society 
in Brisbane in February. The meeting discussed the CSIRO, Division 
of Entomology, cost-benefit study and the need for further work 
in this type of research. 


Richard Milner has reported an epizootic of Entomopthera grylli 
during January attacking grasshoppers including Paxibulus sp., in 
well watered areas in his garden. However, this pathogen has not 
been found infecting the two most abundant grasshoppers, the yellow- 
winged grasshopper and wingless grasshopper, which were also present 
in the area. Richard would be interested to hear of any other 
occurrences of this Fungus in Australia". 


J. Ridsdill Smith 
Sydney University 


Kevin Lambkin, a graduate of Queensland University, has been 
awarded a Commonwealth Post-Graduate Studentship by Sydney University 
to do a Ph. D. under Fred McDonald. He will study the taxonomy 
of fossil and living Fulgoroidea. 


Five students graduated from Agricultural Entomology in 1976. 


Harley Rose recently returned from Cairns where he collected 
Macropanestia sp. (Blattodea) for research on mixed-function oxidases. 


Alfie Meats and John Sweeney, one of his honours students from 
the Zoology Department, visited the BCRI in late January to see 
John Hamilton re parasites of Pieris rapae. John Sweeney's honours 
thesis will be a study of the dynamics of the host/parasite 
relationship of P. rapae and Apanteles glomeratus (Braconidae). He 
will utilise facilities at the Zoology Department and the BCRI. 


Brian Fletcher returned to the fruit fly unit in the Zoology 
Department after 2% years as an FAO consultant in fruit fly ecology 
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to the olive industry in Greece. He will be continuing his work in 
fruit fly ecology and physiology. 


Areti Giannakis (Zoology) has been awarded a Ph. D. for-her 
thesis entitled "Behavioural and physiological studies on the 
Queensland fruit fly, Dacus tryont, in relation to the male sex 
pheromone!" Good on yer Areti. 


Macquarie University 


Dinah Hales visited the CSIRO Division of Entomology, Canberra 
in November to examine the Division's coccinellid collection 


University of New South Wakes 


Jenny Anderson accompanied Andrew Beattie (BCRI) to Somersby 
(near Gosford) in November re coccinellids feeding on citrus mites, 
especially citrus red mite, Panonychus cittri. Populations of citrus 
red and rust mites, predatory mites and coccinellid beetles are being 
monitored fortnightly on 2 orchards. Jenny is examining the alimentary 
canals of beetles for the presence of mites etc. 


Forestry Commission 


Jenny Carter and Ted Taylor examined defoliated eucalypts in the 
Jenolan Caves-Kanangra Walls area in late January. The damage, which 
was severe in patches, was caused primarily by the phasmid Didymuria 
vtolescens. 


Biological and Chemical Research Institute 


Geoff Furness, South Australian Department of Agriculture, visited 
the BCRI from 12-14th January to see Andrew Beattie re citrus oil sprays, 
biological control of red scale and other citrus research being 
undertaken at the BCRI. 


Colin Bower and Graham Thwaite visited Victoria and South Australia. 
The current situation re Typhlodromus occidentalts releases in Victoria 
were discussed with Mr. D. Morris and Mr. R. Field. In South Australia 
they were shown the Lenswood Research Centre and several apple orchards 
in the Adelaide Hills by Dr. P. Madge and Mr. G. Baker. The Loxton 
Research Centre was visited and discussions held re biological control 
of oriental fruit moth by Macrocentrus ancylivorus (Hymenoptera) with 
Dr. Peter Bailey and Mr. G. Furness re citrus research. Codling moth 
control was discussed with Drs. P. Geier and J. Walcott at the CSIRO 
Merbein Research Centre. 


G.A.C. Beattie. 
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 


Two new taxonomists have been appointed to the CSIRO Division 
of Entomology and will arrive later in the year: Dr. David Rentz 
(California) to replace Ken Key as Curator of Orthopteroids and 
Dr. John Lawrence (Harvard) to replace Ev Britton as Curator of 
Coleoptera. Ev retires in July. The Coleoptera section will also 
be losing its other member, Stefan Misko, who retires at the end 
of March. 


Dr. Michael Lenz of Bundesanstalt fur Materialprufung, Berlin, 
has been appointed to the Termite Section where he will be working 
on the resistance of materials and on Crytotermes. He is due to 
arrive in May but has visited Australia before, in 1972. 


Professor David Gaskin of the Zoology Department, University 
of Guelph, Canada, will be spending a few weeks, beginning in March, 
at the Division looking at Hednota spp. (Pyralidae). David is a 
N.Z. graduate who is also spending part of his sabbatical at the 
University of Canterbury, Christchurch. 


During January and February the Division is investigating 
insect migration in the northern tropics at Smith Point (Coburg Pen.) 
and Cape Wessel, in collaboration with the Centre for Overseas Pest 
Research, London. At this season northern Australia is subject to 
a NW monsoon with occasional transquatorial surges of air which may 
be transporting migrant insects from Indonesia. A combined study 
of windflows in conjunction with insect radar images and light trap 
samples should demonstrate whether such movements across the Arafura 
sea do, in fact, occur. The first team returned recently after 
spending a month in the field during a period when an unfavourable 
westerly flow was dominant due to an intense low in the Gulf area. 
Considerable insect activity was, however, recorded at the end of 
the month when the monsoon trough retreated north and northward 
migration was observed from the Australian mainland. It is hoped 
that more favourable conditions will present themselves in February 
when the monsoon trough should move south to its greatest extent. 


Ted Edwards who was with the first party reports that there was 
an interesting population of insects at Cape Wessel and that he has 
what appears to be a species of Nymphalidae new to Australia. 


Henry Brzostowski, who has been working with Tom Grace since 
1960 on insect tissue culture and viruses died suddenly on December 
21 while on holiday in Sydney. He had been due to retire later 
this year. 


T.E. Bellas 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Mr. Ted Ferner visited Bangkok in February representing Papua 
New Guinea's Department of Primary Industries at a UNIDO/ESCAP 
sponsored symposium for production and promotion of pesticides and 
regional co-operation. 


Mrs. Alison Pound expects to join Malarial Services Division of 
the Department of Health in March. Alison will be their Chief Technical 
Officer, working on selected strains of Anopheline mosquitos for 
detailed taxonomic and vector capacity studies. 


Mr. Alan Kirk and wife Gerhild left P.N.G. in late February to 
return to England via South America. Alan has commenced writing up 
his research carried out at the University of P.N.G. on natural 
enemies of bracken fern, and made a trip to Mt. Wilhelm and Wae before 
his departure. 


Mr. Fred Dori, D.P.I's entomologist in Lae represented P.N.G. at 
a seminar on agricultural aviation at Kualalumpar. Fred's colleague 
also at Lae, Mr. Graham Young is currently rearing Trichopoda pilipes 
(Fab.) from Hawaii for one of D.P.I's biological control programmes 
aimed at controlling Nezara viridula in the Markham Valley. In East 
New Britain, Mr. Chris Perry is hoping to import Baculovirus oryctes 
to use against Asiatic rhinoceros beetle in the Bismarck and 
Admiralty Islands. 


Professor Ken Lamb returned in December after travelling extensively 
overseas. Ken and his wife Jove visited a number of institutions in 
Peru including the National University of Cuzxo, the Nationaly University 
of San Agustin in Arequipa, the La Roque Field Station, Iquitos, 
Amazonia under the auspices of the Inter American Institute of 
Agricultural Sciences and also visited La Molina National Agricultural 
University and the Regional Centre for Agricultural Investigations in 
Lima. 


Ken informs us that unstable economic conditions are making it most 
difficult for Peruvian Scientists to implement their programme of 
agrarian reform. A planned male sterilization programme against the 
mediterranean fruit fly has been suspended for 6 months through lack 
of funds. The station in Lima was severely damaged by an earthquake 
two years ago so that many new buildings are still unserviceable. 
Entomological research was largely field-oriented and much useful 
data has accumulated, for example from the weekly surveys of pest 
and beneficial insects of cotton that have continued since the 1940's. 
Despite riots, the curfew, high altitudes and head hunters, Ken had 
a stimulating and instructive visit. Dr. Fausto Cisneros, President 
of the Peruvian Society for Entomology has relayed his greetings to 
members of the Australian Entomological Society. 
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Members of the P.N.G. region of A.E.S. will meet at Wau on 2nd 
and 3rd April to discuss collection and conservation of insects in 
P.N.G., the care and future role of national insect collections, and 
the future activities of the P.N.G. Entomological Society. 


Mr. J. Roffey and Mr. J. Turnstall of the Centre for Overseas 
Pest Research, U.K., arrived in P.N.G. in February to train a newly 
established locust patrol unit within D.P.I. They will work mainly 
in the Markham Valley in a response to a request by the P.N.G. 
Government to advise on locust survey and control. 


D.P.A. Sands 
NEWS FROM AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 


ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA (N.S.W.) 


The Society's November meeting was held on the night of Wednesday 
3rd November in the Australian Museum, College Street, Sydney. There 
were three speakers: Mr. C.E. Chadwick showed some colour slides of 
the psyllid FEucalyptolyma maident Frogg. and also some slides of some 
of its natural enemies. Dr. A. Clift described some of his observations 
made on insects and mites associated with commercial mushroom culture. 
Mr. B. Loudon presented an interesting discussion entitled "Insect 
colouration, structure and function". 


The Society's eleventh Annual Dinner was held on 7th December at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. Ramage. It was a very pleasant function, 
mainly because of the efficient manner in which the arrangements 
were carried out. 


Dr. C.E.M. Gunther's death occurred on 15th June. He was a 
foundation member of the Society and played a prominent part in the 
early days of the Society. 

Mr. C.E. Chadwick was elected a Research Associate for his services 
to the Museum by The Australian Museum Trust at its meeting on 25th 
November. 

A.D. Clift 


ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND 
There have been two meetings of the Society since the last report. 
In November, three of our members who attended the XVth 
International Congress of Entomology in Washington, D.C. shared their 


experiences with us. 


Dr. E.N. Marks spoke generally about the Conference and outlined 
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highlights from sessions she attended. She also included much 
interesting information about institutions, projects and people 

she visited en route to and from the Congress in Hawaii, California, 
Alberta, Florida and England. 


Dr. M. Bengston visited Congress primarily to present a paper 
on stored product entomology. He was able to bring us up to date 
with recent developments in this field in different parts of the 
world. 


Our third participant, Dr. J. O'Hagan, repeated the paper he 
gave during a session on the physiology and biochemistry of insect- 
host interactions that involved the feeding of ticks. 


The final meeting in December was given over to Notes and 
Exhibits. 


There was a bonus for members of our Society with the November 
News Bulletin - 1 1977 Calender with meeting dates marked and two 
magnificent illustrations by Sybil Monteith. A fitting climax to 
our 54th year! 


E.M. Exley 
ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


1977 is the 50th anniversary of the foundation of the 
Entomological Society of Victoria and a Jubilee Dinner is to be held 
on 22nd April at Clunies Ross House. The Society hopes to hold an 
exhibition later in the year. 


T. New 
ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF N.S.W. 


Through the generosity of Mr. Graeme Rushworth, the Australian 
Museum has received the Rushworth Butterfly Collection. The material 
contains about 3500 specimens of about 200 species. After 
catalogueing, this valuable material will be incorporated into the 
Museum's research collections. 


Dr. and Mrs. Boucek visited the Museum in connection with their 
work on parasitic Hymenoptera and Professor Remmington spent some time 
discussing general entomological matters, including migration studies 
in Australia. | 


C.N. Smithers 
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ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA 


The Ecological Society is holding a symposium entitled "Exotic 
Species in Australia - their Establishment and Success" in Adelaide 
from the 19th to 22nd May 1977. Further details are obtainable from 
the Symposium Convenor, Dr. P.J.M. Greenslade, C/- C.S.1.R.0. 
Division of Soils, Glen Osmond, S.A. 5064. 


SECOND AUSTRALIAN CONFERENCE OF 
GRASSLAND INVERTEBRATE ECOLOGY 


The Conference will be held at Palmerston North, New Zealand 
from 21-26th May 1978. Further information can be obtained from 
Dr. R.P. Pottinger, Leader, Insect Control Group, M.A.F., Soil and 
Field Research Organization, Ruakura Agricultural Research Centre, 
Hamilton, New Zealand. 


RUSSTAN VISIT 


Dr. K.Y. Voronin, Deputy Director of the All-Union Scientific 
Research Institute for Plant Protection and Dr. A.Y. Sikura of the 
Ukranian Scientific Research Institute for Plant Protection are 
visiting centres of Biological Research throughout Australia for a 
period of three months starting in January. Dr. Voronin's special 
interest is in insect bio-control and Dr. Sikura in insect pathology. 


The visit so far has taken the Russians to Canberra, where they 
spent twelve days at the C.S.I.R.O. Division of Entomology. Brisbane 
where they visited the Department of Primary Industries, Department 
of Entomology, University of Queensland and the C.S.I.R.O. Long Pocket 
Laboratories. Armidale, C.S.I.R.0O. Pastoral Research Laboratories, 
Warrabri, Cotton Research Station. Sydney, Department of Agriculture, 
Biological and Chemical Research Institute and C.S.I.R.O. Division of 
Entomology. Mildura, Department of Agriculture Victoria Plant Research 
Laboratories. Melbourne, Department of Agriculture Victoria Plant 
Research Institute, Keith Turnbull Research Station and La Trobe 
University. 


At present they are visiting units of C.S.I.R.O. and the 
Department of Agriculture Tasmania. They will then travel to South 
Australia to the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, and the Waite 
Agicultural Research Institute and on to Perth to meet researchers at 
the Department of Agriculture Entomology Branch and at the University 
of Western Australia. The two scientists are due to leave Australia 
for Moscow on the 11th of March. 


ADVANCED NOTICE OF 9th AGM 


25 - 28 August 1977 


The ninth Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held at 
La Trobe University, Melbourne on Thursday 25th August 1977. Scientific 
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sessions, the annual dinner and a field excursion will be held in 
conjunction with the A.G.M., the program for which is outlined below:- 


Thursday August 25th 
Scientific Session 
A.G.M. (evening) 


Friday August 26th 
Scientific Session 


Saturday August 27th 
Scientific Session 
Annual Dinner in Main Dining Hall, Glenn College 


Sunday August 28th 
Field Excursion 


ACCOMMODATION 


Provisional booking has been made for delegates at Glenn College 
from the night of 24th August to the morning of 29th August. Full 
board at Glenn College is $17.50 per day. 


SCIENTIFIC MEETING 


The Scientific Meeting will be divided into three sections 
1. Strategies for Survival (to include for example aspects of behaviour 
ecology and physiology which contribute to survival of insects under 
various environmental conditions), 
Forest Entomology, and 
3. A General Section (to include papers on any aspect of entomology 

and the winning paper for the Student Award). 


hN 


The sections will be divided into sessions according to the nature 
of papers submitted. 


Members are invited to submit titles of papers together with 
summaries of up to 100 words, to Dr. P. Williams (Plant Research 
Institute, Swan Street, Burnley, Vic. 3121) and should reach him no 
later than 30th June 1977. Papers accepted for presentation must be 
submitted by 15th August 1977. Time allotted for each paper will be 
a minimum of 20 minutes, extra time may be allotted depending on the 
number of papers to be accommodated. 


ANNUAL DINNER 
Evening of Saturday 27th August, cost about $12 per head 


Full details of the meeting will appear in the May issue of the 
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News Bulletin together with enrolement forms. 


48th A.N.Z.A.A.S. 


The Society is organising a Symposium in Section II:Zoology. 
The Symposium entitled "Some Projected Developments in Insect Pest 
Management Programmes" will be held on Wednesday 31st August between 
9.30 a.m. and 1.00 p.m. Further details will be given in the May 
issue of the News Bulletin and in A.N.Z.A.A.S. publications. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 1976 DUES 


The following members are reminded that their 1976 dues have 
not been paid:- 


Arvier G. Ellis D.A. Maelzer 


A.C. 

M.C. Aubrey N. Gough L.E. Merrifield 
T.H. Babu R.B. Grund D.E. Moorhouse 
G.L. Baker J.K. Guyamer P.C. Nigam 

B.J. Berner I.A. Hergstrom M. Noor-Uddin 
A.N. Burns "M.O. Ind J. Riley 

M.M Campbell B. Johnson L. Smee 

D. Cowie I.J. Lewis D. Tough 

A.C. Crossley K.L. Lindsay K.G. Wardhaugh 
N. Dobrokworsky R.G. Lukins M.E. Westbrooke 
F.M. Dori A.P. Mackey T.L. Woodburn 
R.A.I. Drew R.A. McLachlan Y. Yasue 


SUBSCRIPTIONS PAID THROUGH BANK ACCOUNTS 


The Treasurer would like to remind members paying their annual 
subscriptions via their bank accounts that the 1977 dues are now 
$20, not $15. Subscriptions for only $15 have been received from 
the following, and it would greatly assist in bookkeeping, and save 
the Society postage if members could rectify this item themselves. 
Thankyou. 


G.F. Bornemissza B.R. Hutson A. Lucas 

W.J. Bailey D. Kemp E.G. Matthews 
R.M. Bull R.J. Kohout C.H. Perry 

V.E. Edge K.E. Lee J.R. Pippet 
M.B. Fletcher G.H. Lowe J.P. Spradberry 


MISSING PERSONS 


Would any person knowing the current addresses of Mr. P. 
Leppard, formerly of S.A., and Dr. D. Venters, formerly of P.N.G., 
please notify the Secretary. 


KEKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKEK 


SUSTAINING ASSOCTATES: 


Australian Entomological Supplies 
A.P.M. Forests Pty. Ltd. 

Bayer Australia Ltd. 

Boots Pure Drug Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
CIBA-GEIGY Ltd. 

Cyanamid Australia Pty. Ltd. 

Dow Chemical (Aust.) Ltd. 

I.C.I. Australia Ltd. 

Shell Chemical (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


MATERTAL IN THIS BULLETIN MUST NOT BE REFERRED TO NOR REPRODUCED 
WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR OF THE MATERIAL. 


Articles, Notes, Letters to the Editor and other material for 
the News Bulletin should be sent to the News Bulletin Editor. 


